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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF BUTTE COUNTY

Voter

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your many kind
words of sympathy and support upon
hearing of my Mom’s passing earlier
this fall. And for those who may not
have known, I experienced what many
refer to as “the long good-bye” during
this past year with my mother.

Mom’s fragile health in recent years
sadly took a daily toll on her body and
her memory, but she was still a deter-
mined woman who lived alone for 15
years after Dad died, right up until she
was 86 years old. And when she be-
came dependent — mostly confined to
a wheelchair and in need of oxygen
full-time — she still graciously found
the courage to share her final precious
year with me.

My friends and colleagues often
expressed admiration and awe at the

Founded in 1920, the League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization that
encourages citizens to play an informed and active role in government. At the local, state and
national levels, the League works to influence public policy through education and advocacy.

Any person of voting age, male or female, may become a League member.
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sight of Mom climbing up into my big
truck to go shopping or to dine out, or
just to go strolling downtown. We
even occasionally watched the sun set
over the river together from the deck
of Scotty’s Landing!

Yes, my mother Maurine was a very
spunky gal right up until the very end.
Even in her last days, she was clearly
determined to do things her way. My
dear sweet Mom gracefully departed
this world on November 5, 2007 —
on her 87th Birthday.

And so, to All determined women,
old and young alike, I raise my glass
in a toast to Us — May we Live and
Dream larger than our obstacles!

Cheers & Peace,
Sharon Wallace
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Dear L'eajue Members ~

To keep the League's voice strong, we need
you to renew your memberships for 2008.

't i s no secret that
you for the past few months to send in those
LWV dues envelopes, but now the deadline is
truly upon us, folks: because January is here!
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Since women gained the right to vote in 1920,
the League of Women Voters has played a very
important role in keeping democracy and an
enlightened citizenry alive. We have gained re-
spect for our judgments and positions regarding
issues that are decided upon by voters through
our thoughtful, non-partisan study and research
that includes people and information from many
perspectives and facets of a problem.

Right now the League is actively working for a
universal single-payer healthcare system (Sen.
Kuehl 6s SB 840), pr omo
i n the protection of B
aquifer and other resources, angd encouragin
%Sér'| residents ?o%é]p cidan 912 aFir ¥)y brec%gmr?r?g :
familiar with and using the transit systems dur-
ing Spare the Air Week... And in the process, we
are learning more about the many historical, bio-

logical and physical wonders of Butte County.

Your membership shows that our legions are
strong. So, i f you havenot
membership for 2008, please do so today by
mailing your dues in the enclosed envelope.

And Thank You for signing on again!

Linda Furr, Meméersﬁip Chair
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Join us for our Annual
January

Potluck & Program

Wednesday, January 16
6 p.m. Potluck

7 p.m. Program
First Baptist Church

850 Palmetto Ave, Chico

&UIT U0wUxT EOT UUwi OU wli
presentation on the Brown Act and the
Public Records Act will include Editor of
the Chico Enterprise-Record, David Little;
Chico City Attorney, Lori Barker; and
Editor of the Sacramento Valley Mirror,

Tim Crews. Moderated by Jim Gregg.
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Be an Educated Voter!

Included with this edition of our aptly-
named Voter newsletter is the LWVC
Pros & Cons analyses of state ballot
measures for the Presidential Primary.

You can learn more about
these important Propositions
and Referenda by joining
Professor Charles Turner in a
Pros & Cons discussion on

Tuesday, January 22
at 7 p.m.

in the
Chico City Council Chambers
411 Main St, Chico

Be there!
For more info, contact Carol Burr
cburr@csuchico.edu




Groundwater and the General Plan
A Forum for the 21st Century

After focusing on water and land use issues for
many years, the League’s Natural Resources
Committee believed the time had come for pub-
lic discussion aboutt he need f or
General Plan to include a Water Element. This
distinct element would establish: (1) the County's
relationship to the State and the process for the
California Water Plan 2009; (2) the relationship
with adjacent counties in our hydrologic region;
and (3) documentation and recognition of the fact
that the County has a finite water supply with a
potential for serious quality and quantity issues.

Our persistence in bringing this important topic
forward resulted in our hosting a well-attended
public meeting on November 8, 2007 focused
on “Groundwater and the General Plan.” There
were about 150 people in attendance, including
several Butte County Supervisors, Chico City
Council Members and members of the Citizens
Advisory Committee for the County Plan Update.

The eventodos featured
board member of the Edwards Aquifer Authority
in south-central Texas, shared her perceptions of
their process which led to an adjudicated aquifer
between the water users of eight neighboring
counties. Her talk made for terrific background
information for our audience members who live
in an area where four counties share an impacted
and vulnerable groundwater resource.

LWYV member Dr. Phil Lydon gave a short
course on how to identify the bias in a scientific
study and how to spot “junk science.” In the

near future, we hope to have him share more
about this topic with us in the form of a follow-up
article, as understanding what the key ques-
tiBnsl dretthat weshomld dskyisOa iseful skill in
all aspects of League activities.

Moderator Jim Gregg presented LWV’s local
and state positions which help to guide us, and
there was also an important 15 minute overview
of California’s water history, politics, hydro-
geology and money.

Many information stations were also positioned
around the room to provide materials and answer
questions. Groups represented at the stations in-
cluded BCAG (habitat conservation plan), Butte
County Water Department and California De-
partment of Water Resources staff (with a draft
map of groundwater recharge zones), representa-
tives of the Groundwater Basin Management
Objectives stakeholder groups, and hydro-
geology graduate students (including LWV
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Co-sponsors of the event were CSUC Institute
of Sustainable Development and the Butte-
Sutter Basin Area Groundwater Users. LWV
Hospitality Chair Sandi Shand prepared the food
(we had more compliments on the food than on
the program!), and in honoring the wishes of our
Groundwater sponsor, only Butte County ground-
water was served: no soda, no bottled water.

Barbara Hennigan, Chair
Natural Resources Committee

Women Organized to Win (WOW) is co-sponsoring a

Political & Campaign Skills Training Seminar
on January 21 from 12 noon to 5 p.m.
at the Chico Branch of the Butte County Library

The program’s focus will be on running low-budget
campaigns to win, and presenters include trainers and
locally-elected women officials. Registration is $25.
Call Carolyn Dorn at (530) 899-8833 for more info.

The 35th Annual
Wine Tasting & Light Buffet
Needs Your Support!

Many hands make the work light, but that work needs to
begin very soon! Join the Wine Tasting committee ahead
of April 20 to keep the day of the event more manageable.
So, please call Heather Quilici to learn what small & large
tasks can be done in advance: 530-566-9848. Thanks!
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Annual dues are $50 for individuals, $75 household.

If $50 is prohibitive, pay what you can afford; the bal-
ance will be paid from our Dues Supplemental Fund.

Dues and contributions to the League of Women Voters are
not tax-deductible, but contributions to the LWV Education
Fund are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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LEAGUE LEADERS

Officers:

President Sharon Wallace  342-0910
1* Vice President  Jim Gregg 343-0841
2" Vice President Barbara Conklin  891-4704
Secretary Marba Hazzard  345-1895
Treasurer Lucy Sperlin 879-9369
Directors:

Social Policy Linda Lunsford  342-2081
Voter Service Carol Burr 343-1117
Hospitality Sandi Shand 343-8115
Natural Resources Barbara Hennigan 893-8492
Observers Betsy Kruger 345-7563
Publicity Krista Gallwitz ~ 354-6847
Membership Linda Furr 893-1291
Action Janis Chisholm  892-0213
Wine Tasting Heather Quilici  566-9848
Website Lenette Dornon  894-7198

League Office: 635 Flume Street, Chico
www.lwvbuttecounty.org
530-895-VOTE (8683)

Winter/Spring League Calendar

Wed, Jan. 16 - LWYV Potluck & Program, 6 p.m.
First Baptist Church, 850 Palmetto Ave, Chico

Tues, Jan. 22 - Pros & Cons of CA ballot measures
Chico City Council Chambers, 411 Main St. - 7 pm

Thurs March 6 & 26, Ob s
League office, 635 Flume Street, Chico

Sun, April 20 -Wine Tasting & Light Buffet, 4-7 pm
California Park Lakeside Pavilion, Chico

Tues, May 13 - Annual Business Meeting, 6-8:30 pm
First Baptist Church, 850 Palmetto Ave, Chico

LWYV Board Meetings
Wed, Jan. 9 - 5:15 p.m.
Tues, Feb. 12 - 5:15 p.m.
Tues, March 11 - 5:15 p.m.
Tues, April 8 - 5:15 p.m.
@ League office, 635 Flume Street, Chico

All League meetings are open to ALL League members
Forums and Panel Discussions open to the public, as W
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