League of Women Voters’ Fight for Universal Health Care                      

In 1992 the League of Women Voters of US published its position advocating universal health care. This plan, the League determined, should be a publicly-funded/privately-delivered healthcare system commonly known as the “single-payer” approach. The League accepted, within this published position, a mixed public/private employer-based system as a “step” toward a national health insurance plan. 

The League determined that this national health insurance plan should include:  affordable, quality health care for every US resident; strong mechanisms to control costs but never the denial of health care for that purpose; equitable distribution of services that increased resources to underserved areas; reduction of administrative costs; and the reforming of the malpractice system.  This was the beginning.

In less than two years, the California League of Women Voters became a fundamental sponsor to Proposition 186, the single-payer healthcare plan known as the California Healthcare Assurance Act on the 1994 November ballot.  Proposition 186 included dental, optical, pharmaceutical, and mental health care, plus health education and disease prevention, and more.   

Although Proposition 186 didn’t win it did become the League of Women Voters’ model for future universal healthcare campaigns.  Proposition 186 was so well formulated, with the help of physicians, economists, lawyers, social workers, and citizen groups, that  the League was satisfied that single-payer health care in this form upheld the goals the League had established in 1992 and notably improved the League’s original standards.

For a single-payer health care bill to make its way to the California ballot was a monumental achievement for single-payer healthcare.  The floodgates were opened. The efforts of a grassroots movement that involved thousands and thousands of people, the California League of Women Voters, Labor Unions of all persuasions, the California Council of Churches, and many other highly respected organizations paid off.

California’s legislature has twice brought Sheila Kuehl’s single- payer health care bill (SB 840) to the governor’s desk, only to have it vetoed by Governor Schwarzenegger both times.  It’s a new watermark for single-payer, though. 

Recently, the League of Women Voters has joined forces US Representatives John Conyers, Dennis Kucinich, and 93 (and still counting) other United States Congressmen/women to support House Resolution 676, a single-payer healthcare bill for all residents of the United States.  We are finally learning that it’s much more economical, compassionate and medically sound to give health care to everyone than to construct elaborate, costly schemes to deny people health care. This has been the tragic flaw in the for-profit healthcare system we’ve been living with far too long. 
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