League Efforts to Protect Butte County Water

The League has been involved in local water issues for over thirty years with local action positions dating back to 1976.  Recently, with the continually increasing appetite for water south of the Sacramento Delta and three years of below normal rainfall, water issues have moved to the forefront of the public policy process.  The Butte County League has responded to this critical need.

The League has cosponsored local water forums and has significantly influenced the effort to rewrite the Butte County General Plan over the past two years.

The most recent League water forum was last September, “Watersheds & General Plans,” which addressed such questions as:  What should be protected in your watershed?  Where should development occur?  And what are areas of concern in your communities?   Cosponsors of the forum were the Butte County Departments of Water & Resource Conservation and Development Services and the Sierra Nevada Alliance.  The meeting was well attended and included extensive interaction among all attendees.

The League has put a great deal of effort into the rewrite of the county general plan.  The League board has proactively supported the protection and management of water resources as a fundamental principle of the new plan; inclusion of a general plan water element; and a number of strong general plan provisions designed to strengthen the county’s ability to control its own groundwater destiny.  The effort has been successful so far.  The Board of Supervisors has adopted a fundamental principle of water protection and management, a water element, and group of policy statements upon which to base specific water protective programs.  The “rubber will meet the road” late this spring when the first draft of the new general plan, including specific water protective programs, will be published and opened to public comment.  It will be a great opportunity to become involved and support strong protective programs for county water.

For anyone interested in participating in the general plan process, there will be numerous opportunities for meaningful public input.  The best way to keep up with the process is to subscribe to the Department of Development Service’s General Plan/Zoning Ordinance Update email list on the web page at http://www.buttegeneralplan.net/default.asp . 

The League’s water related activities are coordinated by the chair of the Natural Resources Committee, Barbara Hennigan, barbhnign@aol.com, or (530) 893-8492.  The League’s point person on the general plan update is Tony St. Amant, tsainta@hotmail.com , or (530) 332-9116.

